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Most adults and children are fascinated with angels. 
However, some people have begun to think of angels in 
ways that are not true. It is important for adults and chil-
dren to know what the Bible actually says about angels.  
In answering questions your child may ask about angels, 
the following scriptural truths will help.

What do angels look like?
The Bible says there are many angels who come and 

go from heaven to earth to do God’s work. You might 
expect one angel could look different from another, but no 
one can say this with certainty. The Bible seems to reveal 
angels look differently from one time to another, and it 
may depend on what God has sent them to do. Sometimes 
they have dazzling, white robes and shining faces (Daniel 
10:5-6; Luke 24:4). Other times they seem to look like a 
person (Hebrews 13:2).

Do angels have wings?
Angels may sometimes have wings, but they do not 

need wings to get from one place to another. When God 
sends angels to do something, they appear with or without 
wings. You may read about angels’ wings in a few places 
in the Bible. When God told Moses how to build a special 
place for worship, He said that Moses should make two 
cherubim (angels) out of gold, and that the angels should 
have wings, stretching out and high up (Exodus 25:20). 
When God called Isaiah to be a prophet for Him, Isaiah 
saw God seated on a throne with seraphs (angels) above 
Him. Each seraph had six wings (Isaiah 6:1-2). John saw 
many angels in heaven and at least one of them was flying 
(Revelation 14:6). Of course, the angels who look like 
persons appear without visible wings.

Why do I never see an angel?
Perhaps you have seen an angel, but you thought it 

was an ordinary person. When angels visited Abraham 
and Lot (Genesis 18:2; 19:1), the angels appeared to be 
men. Angels are messengers of God. They may be coming 
and going, from heaven to earth, to do the things God 
wants done, even without any humans being aware of 
their presence. When Elisha and his servant were sur-
rounded by enemy troops, Elisha prayed that the Lord 
would open the servant’s eyes to see what was invisible. 
God answered Elisha’s prayer, and the servant saw the 
hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around them  
(2 Kings 6:15-17). These chariots must have been guided 
by angels. When the Lord Jesus comes to reign on His 
throne, angels will be with Him (Matthew 25:31).

What do angels do?
We do not know all the work angels accomplish. 

They are called ministering spirits, so they do whatever 
God commands. The Bible says angels serve those who 
are God’s people (Hebrews 1:14), carry God’s messages 
(Luke 1:26-38), give God’s good news to people (Luke 
2:9-14), praise God (Job 38:7), help and guard God’s 
people (1 Kings 19:5; Psalm 91:11) and rejoice when a 
sinner repents (Luke 15:10).

Are there guardian angels; do I have a special 
angel just for me?

Perhaps you have a guardian angel, but it is unknown 
whether everyone does. When Daniel was in the lions’ 
den, God sent an angel to shut the mouths of the lions 
(Daniel 6:22). Jesus said the angels of little ones (child-
like believers) always see the face of His Father in heaven 
(Matthew 18:10). 

Are all angels good?
All of God’s angels are good. The Bible calls them 

“holy angels” (Luke 9:26); they help God’s people  
(Psalm 91:11-12). But angels are not to be worshipped 
(Revelation 19:10; 22:8-9). 

There are angels, though, who help God’s enemy,  
Satan (Ephesians 6:12). Someday God, who is stronger 
than Satan, will send these enemy angels to hell along 
with the devil (Matthew 25:41).

Will I be an angel when I die?
People do not become angels after they die. People 

are people forever. People who love the Lord Jesus will 
live in heaven after they die, but they will never be angels 
(Luke 23:42-43; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10). God’s people will 
even judge angels (1 Corinthians 6:3).

Why did angels not rescue Jesus when He was 
killed?

God’s angels always want His plan to happen the 
right way. They would never do anything unless God told 
them what to do (Psalm 103:20). Jesus chose to die  
because He knew it was the only way we could become 
part of God’s family and live with Him forever in heaven. 
But that was not the end of God’s plan. God made Jesus 
alive again! Think about the angel who rolled the stone 
away from where Jesus was buried. That angel got to say, 
“He has risen! He is not here” (Mark 16:6).
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A Caution
The delightful years of childhood have moments of 

imagination and fantasy that evaporate into the reality of 
adulthood. Many pretend elements in children’s books, 
songs and traditions contain unseen beings that are later 
proven not to exist. Christian parents must be certain  
angels are never presented as a pretend fantasy for 
children. This might later cause your children to think of 
angels as imaginary and result in them questioning the 
truth of angels’ existence. 

To a child’s question, “How do we know angels are 
real and not just pretend?” a parent can answer with great 
conviction, “You never have to wonder or worry about 
whether angels are real. The Bible says the Lord Jesus 
made the angels. Because Jesus made them, then we know 
they are real. The Bible tells us angels truly are in heaven 
and here on earth. Nothing written in God’s Word is pre-
tend. God’s Word is where you will always find the truth.” 
(John 1:1-3; Psalm 119:160)


